
Vinyl Alive And Thriving At 
Madison’s Strictly Discs

Music has never been more accessible than it is today, thousands of 
artist’s discographies are a click away and yet vinyl remains alive and 
well in the Madison area.

At the center of vinyl in Madison is Ron Roloff, the owner of Strictly Discs. Since 
starting in 1988, Roloff has taken his love for vinyl and made it into a store where 

physical music can flourish. If you checked Roloff’s phone you wouldn’t see a single 
mp3 in his library.

“I see it like this, you can go out at and get 
food served to you through a car window. 
Or you can spend all day preparing food; 
that whole process from shopping for the 
food to the time you finish eating. That is 
like listening to a record, there is a reward 
at the end where you feel a different level of 
satisfaction.”

But why buy vinyl? Roloff says vinyl is 
a way to distinguish yourself, “there is 
certainly a cool factor with vinyl today, 
but what I think vinyl has provided is a 
slice of an element that has allowed people 
to differentiate themselves from the next 
person.”

With a new resurgence in what was consid-
ered by many to be a dead medium, inde-
pendent record stores have lead the charge 
in creating a strong and vibrant culture 
around vinyl. 

“It is the tangibility.” Roloff said, “people 
consume music in different ways, but vinyl 
is ritualistic. Rituals have an historical value 
that sticks with people… it is a process; 
selecting the record, pulling it out of the 
sleeve, dropping the needle on it, and 
kicking back to listen that is a continuing 
process. That ritual makes you feel. There 
are reward centers that make you feel a 
little bit of euphoria there.”

The success of Strictly Discs and other record stores like it says a lot about the 
place Madison is for music. “The reason there is support for all these stores, 
well it is the community. Why this community? Well, you have an international 
campus; students, government, biotech industry. The people who stayed here 
and worked at these institutions are supportive of the arts,” Roloff said. 

With 2015 marking the 10th straight year of growth for vinyl sales, up 2.8 
million units sold from last year according to a recent Nielsen report, the future 
of vinyl is looking good. 

Roloff eyes are on the future, “right now I see it as great, it is good for business. 
We are just trying to keep our head down, one step at a time, and make sure we 
are a ‘put our best foot forward type of business.’ We done this for 28 years, we 
have to be low and slow that’s how we are. We are hopeful, music is not going 
anywhere, and I don’t think vinyl is going to go anywhere soon.”
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 Record Store Day 2016 
Ron’s Favorite Pick Ups

Saturday, April 16

“Yours To Keep” - Albert Hammond Jr. 

 Creedence Clearwater Revival 1969 Box Set 

Monkees Classic Album Collection 

Allen Toussaint Live in Philadelphia 1975

 “Good Friday” - The Easybeats

“The Criteria Sessions” - Buddy Guy and Junior Wells


